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October  3, 2021      27th Sunday
Notes on the Gospel       Mark  ch. 12 :  2—16
“ Is it against the  law to divorce “   A  difficult question as there were different  sections among the Jews with different answers.  Jesus answers with a question; What did Moses   command  ?   The Pharisees quote Moses from   the Book of  Deuteronomy  by saying  he allowed a writ of   dismissal  and therefore divorce. 
“ God made them male and female and the two become one flesh “  Jesus quotes from another  older, source, also  attributed to Moses in the Book of  Genesis, and repudiates the answer of the Pharisees because it was based on the  hardness of their hearts.
“ A man must leave  father  and mother and the two become one  flesh “   By  becoming one flesh, man and woman are equal  in dignity .  This teaching was and  continues to  be  revolutionary.  Even  today in  many societies men and women are  not equal. And the treatment of  married  women   outside of Christendom   can be very restraining and even harsh.
“ What  God has united, man must not divide “   More profound teaching.  It is  God who makes marriage--it is he who unites man and woman in the union, so man cannot undo what  God has created.  Jesus is the only leader in history who totally  forbids divorce to his followers 
“ Back in the house, the disciples question him “   The disciples are puzzled by the teaching of Jesus on the   indissolubility of marriage.   As usual , Jesus confirms his teaching.    A divorced man who marries another commits adultery;   and so does a  woman who divorces her husband. and marries again.   In the parallel passage from Matthew,  there  is no mention  of a  woman    divorcing her` husband.  The teaching of Jesus, based on the original  teaching in  Genesis , is consistent.   God is the source of marriage, not mankind . What God has united , man must not divide.  This teaching is repeated verbatim  at every Catholic  wedding  service.

Note on Church annulments .
People  should be clear on the difference  between a  divorce and an annulment.  “ Divorce “  breaks the existing  bond of  marriage and allows the parties  to marry a second time,  or even a third time.  
Annulment does not attempt to  break the marriage  bond —the  annulment process examines the consent of the  parties at the time  of the exchange of vows.  The consent  of either party  may be  so  defective so as to make it impossible  for that person  to carry out the solemn commitment  of the  vows  e.g. an  alcoholic may take the vows  but be quite incapable of carrying them  out in the way the  Sacrament  of Marriage envisages.   There are also many other reasons,   physical  or mental, which render a person  quite incapable or unwilling to make a life-long commitment of love and fidelity.  The process ,  undertaken by the church, examines  the act of consent and it  may conclude that the marriage was never  a real one  because of defective consent.  In that case it can declare the marriage null  from the very beginning.  That is very different from  a decree of divorce  which breaks up an existing marriage bond.  The church   process  declaring   nullity  means the marriage bond never existed in the first place.

 “Let the little children come to me “   In pagan society,  children,   being weak and  poor,  were not  valued by society at large —power and strength being all-important   Jesus saying that the kingdom of heaven belongs to children like these  was another example of the revolution brought about  by him. 
